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8888 University Drive,  
Burnaby, British Columbia,  
Canada  V5A 1S6

1967 First student representatives on a university senate

1968 First Executive MBA program

1970 SFU faculty Ted Sterling and Sy Pollack publish  
one of the first computing science textbooks

1970 First computerized course registration

1972 First interdisciplinary studies program

1974 First woman president of a co-educational  
university

1976 First formal credit programs in women's studies

2007 First mechatronics systems engineering  
program in Western Canada 

2009 First international member of the National  
Collegiate Athletic Association NCAA-USA

2014 First professional master’s program in  
computer science, big data specialization

2015 First bachelor of environment program

1965 First North American university to establish  
an ombudsperson

1983 First Canadian university with a partnership  
in the People's Republic of China

2000 & 2008 
First Olympic gold medals for Canada in wrestling. 
Won by SFU alumni Daniel Igali and Carol Huynh

2011 First Americas MBA with partners in  
the USA, Mexico and Brazil

2011 First Executive MBA in Indigenous Leadership

2013 First virtual forensic criminal intelligence lab  
in North America

2016 First Canadian research university accredited 
in the USA (by the Northwest Commission on 
Colleges and Universities - NWCCU)

2017 First Canadian university to house one of Canada's 
most powerful academic supercomputers

2017 First Ashoka U Changemaker Campus  
in Western Canada

2017 First civilian university with a field school with  
the NATO Defense College 

IN CANADA

As Canada’s engaged university, SFU works with communities, organizations and partners to create, share and embrace 
knowledge that improves life and generates real change. We deliver a world-class education with lifelong value that 
shapes change-makers, visionaries and problem-solvers. We connect research and innovation to entrepreneurship and 
industry to deliver sustainable, relevant solutions to today’s problems. With campuses in British Columbia’s three largest 
cities—Vancouver, Burnaby and Surrey—SFU has eight faculties that deliver 193 undergraduate degree programs and 127 
graduate degree programs to more than 35,000 students. The university now boasts more than 160,000 alumni residing in 
143 countries.
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