How did women'’s rights
evolve at SFU?

The answer is in the Archives.

In 1965 there was just one woman, Letty Wilson, in
administration at SFU. There were few women on faculty.
Male students outnumbered women 62% to 38%.

‘Women students wore long, elegant
gowns to the President's Ball and the
Arts Formal. They were invited to pose
in swimsuits to compete for the titles
of Miss SFU and Miss Clansman. But

gy there were no courses about women in
society, no daycare facilities, and not
much awareness about equal rights
issues. All that was about to change'
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Women's Caucus rises to the challenge
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The Women's Caucus s the ancestor of today's Women's Centre Collective,
s in
Canada, and around the world.

Beauty is redefined
JanielJlly of the Womer'sCaucus
enrolld 23 candidate i the 1970
Miss Canadian Universty contest.
Rs the finl winners were about o
be announced she rose and
denounced-conteststha gloriy
women asplstic sex objects”
Supporters nthe audience sang

Ve Shall Overcome" while others
laughed,or shouted n agreement or
scom, The event receved plentyof
publicty,sparking debste and

P —
e

Women's work
is recognized

Never Done,the first history of
women in Canada, was published
in 1974 by Andrea Lebowitz and
other Women's Caucus members.
The rapid development of research
on women in Canada kickstarted
with revolutionary books ke ths.

Credit is given where credit is due

when she joined SFU' English Department in 1965. Maggie
Senston held appoinments inchemisty and computing sience,

o0k
their proposal for aWomens Studies Program to. heshy e
in1975.

Senators were worried that such a department would

ndards.
‘The intensity of the debate matched the intensity of the
When

it stipulated that Women's Studies professors should hold
appointments in established departments ke History or
English. Thus SFU became the first Canadian university to
create a credit Women's Studies Program.

Today Women's Studies i a full-fledged department
offering undergraduate majors and M.A.and Ph.D.
programs.
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and economic exploitation of women globally.
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on record in the Vancouver Sun ey e
that there would be.
“babysitting services” Butin
reality nothing of the kind was

New Womyn 's Centre oﬂers
’ from

University boardroom,
Then, without a budget ora
license, they set up the Family
Corop daycare n a corner of
the student lounge!
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At last: a room of their own

SFUs Women' Centre s a legacy ofthe feministsof the 705,805 and 905. The
firstone.asmall oo inthe Tansportation Centre opened i 1974 Today
the Womens Centrels run by

volunteer collective and two

parttme st It ofers

Supportand nformation,a

Hbrary outreach actvites and

asafe space for women
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Your Archives. Your University.

‘The SFU Archives has collections from the Women's Bookstore, the Childcare
Society, SFSS Women's Centre, and Andrea Lebowitz. Do you have questions
about feminism and activists at SFU? The answers are in the Archives.




